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GCSE English Language and GCSE English 
Literature learning Journey

10
YEAR

Spoken Language Assessment
• A formal assessment
• Develop communication 

skills
• Independent research skills
• Awareness of audience 

‘An Inspector Calls’
• Understanding the features of the play
• Understanding Edwardian England
• Character and theme tracking 

Year 10 begins with the detailed 
study of one of the set texts 
specified by the exam board AQA. 
There are two exams for each 
qualification.  

Study 
themes, 
compare 
and  link to 
relevant 
context

‘Macbeth’
• Developing analysis of 

Shakespearean language
• Linking context to the play 
• Character and theme tracking

Unseen poetry 
* A range of poems 
explored that are 
linked by themes 

Power and Conflict 
Poetry: 
Begin to study the 15 
exam poems through 
the cluster of war / 
conflict poems

YEAR

Writing Non-Fiction
Speech, report, 

letter, article 

Tracking themes: 
* Gender
* Social injustice
* Class division
* Generational divide
* Responsibility

A-LEVEL English Literature 
and /or A Level English 
Language

Assessment 1;
One essay on a 
character/ 
theme 

Assessment 2;
Single writing 
task  

Assessment for AQA ;
Formally recorded 10 
minute presentation 
(graded)  

Assessment 4;
Poetry 
comparison

Assessment 5;
Unseen poetry 
single essay & 
comparison

‘A Christmas Carol’
• Understanding 

Victorian England
• Character and theme 

tracking 

Assessment 6;
One essay on 
extract/novella 

End-of year 10 
exams 

Assessment 1;
One essay on 
extract/play 

Assessment 2;
One essay on 
extract/novella 

Writing Fiction
Focus on planning, 

character, plot, setting 
and structure

Assessment 3;
Single writing 
task from 
either image or 
directed task

Reading a range of  
Non-Fiction 
extracts for 

analysis Q1-Q4  

Assessment 3;
Reading Q1-Q4   

Reading a range of  
Non-Fiction extracts 
for analysis Q1-Q4  

Power and Conflict 
Poetry: 
Study remainder of 
the 15 exam poems

Year 11 Mock 
exams 

Assessment 4;
Poetry 
comparison

Assessment 5;
Reading Q1-Q4   

Year 11 
external 
exams:
GCSE English 
Language 
Paper 1, 
GCSE English 
Language 
Paper 2

Year 11 
external 
exams:
GCSE English 
Literature 
Paper 1, 
GCSE English 
Literature 
Paper 2

Targeted 
revision 


